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fnukad%& 

Date:     05.03.2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To, 
 

 Chief Environmental Officer (Circle-2),  

 U.P. Pollution Control Board,  

 Lucknow, 
  

Sub:-  Submission of factual report in the matter of “Morrum Mining” on the river bed 

 of Sone River at Arazi No. 15 Cha, Khand No. 02, Village-Bhagwa, Tehsil-Obra, 

 District Sonbhadra.  
                

Sir, 
 

 Kindly refer to above noted subject, the State Level Expert Appraisal Committee 

(SEAC) has decided to get the actual position of the lease area through a site visit and 

recommended to constitute a joint committee of Prof. Jaswant Singh, Member SEAC, RO, 

UPPCB, Sonebhadra & Mining Officer, Sonbhadra to inspect the mining site and provide 

factual report to SEAC to take necessary action in this matter. For complying, The Sub 

Director/Nodal SEIAA directed for same vide reference no- 666/Parya./8280-7891/2023 

Dated-22.11.2023. In compliance of above direction, the joint committee conducted the field 

visit. The Joint Committe report with photographs is being filed herewith as annexure-1. 
  

 It’s opinion may be consider in this matter that Geological survey should be done to 

find out the sand in the inner layer of soil of concern lease area. 

 
 

Encl.: As above. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Endt. No. & date as above. 

Copy to:- Member Secretary Sir, U.P. Pollution Control Board, Lucknow for kind 

information & necessary action please. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 
(U.K. Gupta) 

Regional Officer 

Sonbhadra. 

 

lanHkZ la[;k%& 
 

Ref.No.:        G 0233/PH-1501/SBD/2023/2024v0vf/k0@2021 

dk;kZy; % edku la[;k 162] mÙkj eksgky ¼fudV p.Mh gksVy½ 

jkcVZ~lxat] lksuHknz&231216 

bZ&esy % rosonbhadra@uppcb.inv0vf/k0@2021 

Office: House No. 162, Uttar Mohal (Near Chandi Hotel) 

Robertsganj, Sonbhadra-231216 

E-mail: rosonbhadra@uppcb.in/k0@2021 

Regional Officer 

Sonbhadra. 
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"Morrum Mining" on the riverbed of Sone River at Arazi No.- 15 T, Khand No. 02, Village 
Bhagwa, Tehsil- Obra, District- Sonbhadra, Uttar Pradesh, Area 12.146 ha. 8280/ 7891 SIA 

UP/MIN/445239/ 2023. 

The project site was inspected on 15-12-2023 by the joint committee in compliance 
of the decision taken by SEAC/SEIAA. The following members of the committee were 
present at the time of inspection: -

1. Prof. Jaswant Singh, Member SEAC-2 
2. Sh. Umesh Gupta, Regional Officer, Sonbhadra, UPPCB 
3. Sh. R B Singh, Mining Oficer, Sonbhadra. 

At the time of on-site inspection, Mr. Dheeraj Singh (Mb. 9198140009) and others 
were also present as representative of project proponent. The following decision was taken 
by SEAC in its 798th meeting dated 13/10/2023 for the project. 

A complaint dated 11/10/2023 of Akash Dubey, (Environmental Activist) So Shri 
Mahendra Kumar, Ara Kalan, Arahkala, Allahabad. UP-221508 received against the 

jorgery committed by Rudra Mining Company in obtaining the environmental clearance for 
extraction at "Morrum Mining" on the riverbed of Sone River at Arazi No.- 15 , Khand 
No. 02, Village- Bhagwa, Tehsil- Obra, District- Sonbhadra, Utar Pradesh. Complaint 
stated that area in question i.e. Arazi No.- 15 T, Khand No. 02, Village- Bhagwa, Tehsil 
Obra, District- Sonbhadra, Uttar Pradesh is a plain land where in there is no deposition of 
morrum. In this regard complainant has also enclosed photograph of lease area. 

The committee observed that in the video of drone survey presented by the project 
proponent/consultant that soilplain land with flora & fauna is visible. The commitee 
opined that in this situation it would be appropriate to get actual position of the lease area 
through a site visit. Hence, the committee recommended to constitute a joint committee of 
Prof: Jaswant Singh, Member SEAC,RO, UPPCB, Sonebhadra & Mining Oficer, 
Sonebhadra to inspect the mining site and provide fucual report to SEAC to take necessary 
action in the matter. 

Further the following decision was taken by SEIAA in its 774th meeting dated 07-1|-2023: 

SEIAA noted that according to KML mining is being carried out. SElAA agreed with 
the recommendation of SEAC to constitute a joint commitee of Prof. Jaswant Singh 
Member SEAC, RO UPPCB Sonbhadra and Mining Officer Sonbladra to inspect the 
mining site and provide factual report to SEAC to take necessary action in the matter. The 

Joint committee must submit the report within 15 days. 

In compliance of above the Site visit was conducted by joint committee on 15/12/2023. 
The observation of the committee as per the site visit is as under: 
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1. At the time of site visit it was observed that the mining lease is plain/soil land with 
flora in which, agriculture was being done by local farmers. (Photographs of the 
farming attachcd). 

2. The lease is located in the outer reach of the rear end of river bank, due to which 

there is very low possibility of the occurrence of mineral deposit during floods in 
future and makes it unsustainable from mining point of view. 

3. There are water bodics in the lcasc area at the time of inspection, hence no mineral 

can be excavated from the water bodies/submerged area. No mineable mineral 

(morrum) was observed in the lease area at the time of physical inspection. 

Enclosure: - Photographs with coordinates. 

(RB Singh) 
Mining Officer, Sonbhdra 

(Umesh Gupta) 
Regional Officer, UPPCB Sonbhdra 

(Prof. Jaswant Singh) 
Member, SEAC 
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Photographs of all pillar’s and lease area M/s Morrum Mining” on the river 

bed of Sone River at Arazi No. 15 Cha, Khand No. 02, Village-Bhagwa, 

Tehsil-Obra, District Sonbhadra. 

  

PILLAR-A 

PILLAR-B 

PILLAR-C 
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Photographs of all pillar’s and lease area M/s Morrum Mining” on the river 

bed of Sone River at Arazi No. 15 Cha, Khand No. 02, Village-Bhagwa, 

Tehsil-Obra, District Sonbhadra. 

 

PILLAR-D 

LEASE 

AREA 

LEASE 

AREA 
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16. Sand Mining Project From Govt. land on Bed of River Yamuna at Khasra No.- 1515, 

Village- Gadaun, Tehsil- Sadar, District- Firozabad, Shri Vishal Pachauri, Area – 2.76 ha., 

8534/SIA/UP/MIN/453672/2023 
 

The Secretariat informed the committee that the matter was earlier discussed in 821
th 

SEAC 

meeting dated 29/12/2023 and recommended to grant the environmental clearance for the project 

proposal along with general and specific conditions. Subsequently, the matter was listed in 800
th 

SEIAA meeting dated 27/02/2024 wherein:  

“SEIAA noted that SEAC has recommended to grant EC to the above project. SEIAA gone through 

file and documents and found that documents related to DSR have not been 

uploaded/mentioned in salient feature. Hence SEIAA opined to refer back the project to SEAC.”  
 

As per the above decision of SEIAA, the matter was listed in 845
th

 SEAC meeting dated 

12/03/2024. The committee discussed the matter and directed the project proponent to submit 

the reply of queries raised by SEIAA.  
 

17. uxj ikfydk ifj’kuxj ikfydk ifj’kuxj ikfydk ifj’kuxj ikfydk ifj’kn fldUnjkjkÅ] tyin& gkFkjl esa jkT; lSDVj dk;ZØe ds ¼is;ty n fldUnjkjkÅ] tyin& gkFkjl esa jkT; lSDVj dk;ZØe ds ¼is;ty n fldUnjkjkÅ] tyin& gkFkjl esa jkT; lSDVj dk;ZØe ds ¼is;ty n fldUnjkjkÅ] tyin& gkFkjl esa jkT; lSDVj dk;ZØe ds ¼is;ty 
O;OkLFkk½ ;kstuk ds vUrxZr Lohdr̀ gq;s dk;ksZa ds djk;s tkus gsrq Ik;kZoj.kh; fDysfj;Ul ds O;OkLFkk½ ;kstuk ds vUrxZr Lohdr̀ gq;s dk;ksZa ds djk;s tkus gsrq Ik;kZoj.kh; fDysfj;Ul ds O;OkLFkk½ ;kstuk ds vUrxZr Lohdr̀ gq;s dk;ksZa ds djk;s tkus gsrq Ik;kZoj.kh; fDysfj;Ul ds O;OkLFkk½ ;kstuk ds vUrxZr Lohdr̀ gq;s dk;ksZa ds djk;s tkus gsrq Ik;kZoj.kh; fDysfj;Ul ds 
lEcU/k esaaA lEcU/k esaaA lEcU/k esaaA lEcU/k esaaA     

    

RESOLUTION AGAINST AGENDA NO. 17 
 

The committee has gone through the Executive Engineer, Nagar Palika Parishad Sikandrarau, 

Hathras letter dated 13/12/2023 and observed that the activity in the proposed proposal does not 

comes under the EIA Notification, 2006 (as amended). Hence, the SEIAA may take final decision 

in the matter.   
 

18. Ukxj ikfydk Ukxj ikfydk Ukxj ikfydk Ukxj ikfydk ifj’kifj’kifj’kifj’kn n n n gkFkjl] tuin& gkFkjl esa jkT; dk;Zdze ds ¼lhojst ,oa ty fudklh½ gkFkjl] tuin& gkFkjl esa jkT; dk;Zdze ds ¼lhojst ,oa ty fudklh½ gkFkjl] tuin& gkFkjl esa jkT; dk;Zdze ds ¼lhojst ,oa ty fudklh½ gkFkjl] tuin& gkFkjl esa jkT; dk;Zdze ds ¼lhojst ,oa ty fudklh½ 
;kstuk ds vUrxZr Lohdr̀ gq;s dk;ksaZ ds djk;s tkus gsrq Ik;kZoj.kh; fDysfj;Ul ds lEcU/k esaA;kstuk ds vUrxZr Lohdr̀ gq;s dk;ksaZ ds djk;s tkus gsrq Ik;kZoj.kh; fDysfj;Ul ds lEcU/k esaA;kstuk ds vUrxZr Lohdr̀ gq;s dk;ksaZ ds djk;s tkus gsrq Ik;kZoj.kh; fDysfj;Ul ds lEcU/k esaA;kstuk ds vUrxZr Lohdr̀ gq;s dk;ksaZ ds djk;s tkus gsrq Ik;kZoj.kh; fDysfj;Ul ds lEcU/k esaA    

    

RESOLUTION AGAINST AGENDA NO. 18 
 

The committee has gone through the Executive Engineer, Nagar Palika Parishad, Hathras 

letter dated 29/12/2023 and observed that the activity in the proposed proposal does not comes 

under the EIA Notification, 2006 (as amended). Hence, the SEIAA may take final decision in the 

matter.   
 

    

19. Ukxj ikfydk Ukxj ikfydk Ukxj ikfydk Ukxj ikfydk ifj’kifj’kifj’kifj’kn n n n ~] dklxat esa jkT; lSDVj dk;ZØe ds ¼lhjst ,oa ty fudklh½ ;kstuk ds ~] dklxat esa jkT; lSDVj dk;ZØe ds ¼lhjst ,oa ty fudklh½ ;kstuk ds ~] dklxat esa jkT; lSDVj dk;ZØe ds ¼lhjst ,oa ty fudklh½ ;kstuk ds ~] dklxat esa jkT; lSDVj dk;ZØe ds ¼lhjst ,oa ty fudklh½ ;kstuk ds 
vUrXkZr Lohdr̀ gq;s dk;ksaZ ds djk;s tkus gsrq Ik;kZoj.kh; fDysfj;Ul ds LkEcU/k esaAvUrXkZr Lohdr̀ gq;s dk;ksaZ ds djk;s tkus gsrq Ik;kZoj.kh; fDysfj;Ul ds LkEcU/k esaAvUrXkZr Lohdr̀ gq;s dk;ksaZ ds djk;s tkus gsrq Ik;kZoj.kh; fDysfj;Ul ds LkEcU/k esaAvUrXkZr Lohdr̀ gq;s dk;ksaZ ds djk;s tkus gsrq Ik;kZoj.kh; fDysfj;Ul ds LkEcU/k esaA    

 

RESOLUTION AGAINST AGENDA NO. 19 
 

The committee has gone through the Executive Engineer, Nagar Palika Parishad, Kasganj 

letter dated 15/02/2024 and observed that the activity in the proposed proposal does not comes 

under the EIA Notification, 2006 (as amended). Hence, the SEIAA may take final decision in the 

matter.   
 

20. Discussion on Hon’ble NGT, New Delhi Order, dated 29.01.2024 in Original Application No. 

109/2024 Akash Dubey Versus Union of India & Ors. 
 

The Secretariat informed the committee that a Original Application No. 109/2024 Akash 

Dubey Vs. Union of India & Ors. has filed in Hon’ble National Green Tribunal, New Delhi and 

Hon’ble NGT has passed an order dated 29/01/2024 in the matter.  The operating part of order is as 

follows: 
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“… 

1.  In this original application, Applicant has raised the issue that he had preferred a complaint on 

11.10.2023 before Department of Environment, Uttar Pradesh raising the grievance that 

Respondent No. 10 – Project Proponent had committed act of forgery in filing its Form I for 

Environmental Clearance (EC) for extraction at “Morrum Mining” on the river bed of Sone River 

at Arazi No. 15 Cha, Khand No. 02, Village Bhagwa, Tehsil-Obra, District Sonbhadra, Uttar 

Pradesh whereas there is no morrum in that area.  

2.  Learned Counsel appearing for the Applicant, during the course of argument, has referred to 

Form I at page 41 filled up by Respondent No. 10 and referred to the minutes of meeting of the 

State Level Expert Appraisal Committee (SEAC) dated 13.10.2023 whereby on the complaint of 

the Applicant, SEAC had noted that the video of drone survey revealed that there was soil/plain 

land with flora and fauna. Therefore, the SEAC had constituted a joint Committee of Professor 

Jaswant Singh, Member, SEAC, RO, UPPCB, Sonbhadra and Mining Officer, Sonbhadra to inspect 

the site to provide factual report to the SEAC for necessary action. He has also referred to the 

minutes of meeting of State Level Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA), UP held on 

07.11.2023, wherein SEIAA had agreed that with the recommendation of SEAC to constitute a 

joint Committee for inspection of site and provide factual report with further direction that the 

joint Committee must submit the report within 15 days.  

3.  Learned Counsel for Applicant submits that the joint Committee has not submitted the report till 

now, though the joint Committee had visited the site on 15.12.2023. He submits that since there 

is no morrum existed on the site, therefore, the joint Committee is being pressurized to submit 

incorrect factual report and this fact is also reflected in some of the correspondences between 

the officers which are not in possession of the Applicant. He has also submitted that the modus 

operandi adopted by the Project Proponent, in collusion with the officers, is that the site is given 

for mining where no mineral exists and in the garb of that the mining is being carried out at 

some other places.  

4.  The OA raises substantial issue relating to compliance of the environmental norms.  

5.  Let notice be issued to the respondents for filing their response atleast one week before the next 

date of hearing. Mr. Ashish Madaan, Advocate has accepted notice on behalf of Respondent No. 

10 and has prayed for time to file response. Applicant is directed to serve the other respondents 

and file affidavit of service atleast one week before the next date of hearing. 

6.  The joint Committee constituted by SEAC will submit a copy of the report before the Tribunal, in 

addition to submission of report before the SEAIAA/SEAC, on or before the next date of hearing 

by e-mail at judicialngt@gov.in preferably in the form of searchable PDF/OCR Support PDF and 

not in the form of Image PDF.  
 

The Secretariat also informed the committee that the aforesaid compliant letter put up in 798
th

 

SEAC-2 meeting dated 13/10/2023 and following decisions have been taken: 
 

“A complaint dated 11/10/2023 of Akash Dubey, (Environmental Activist) S/o Shri Mahendra 

Kumar, Ara Kalan, Arahkala, Allahabad, U.P.-221508 received against the forgery 

committed by Rudra Mining Company in obtaining the environmental clearance for 

extraction at “Morrum Mining” on the riverbed of Sone River at Arazi No.- 15 च , Khand No. 

02, Village- Bhagwa, Tehsil- Obra, District- Sonbhadra, Uttar Pradesh. Complaint stated 

that area in question i.e. Arazi No.- 15 च , Khand No. 02, Village- Bhagwa, Tehsil- Obra, 

District- Sonbhadra, Uttar Pradesh is a plain land where in there is no deposition of morrum. 

In this regard complainant has also enclosed photograph of lease area.  
The committee observed that in the video of drone survey presented by the project 

proponent/consultant that soil/plain land with flora & fauna is visible. The committee opined 

that in this situation it would be appropriate to get actual position of the lease area through a 

site visit. Hence, the committee recommended to constitute a joint committee of Prof. Jaswant 

Singh, Member SEAC, RO, UPPCB, Sonebhadra & Mining Officer, Sonebhadra to inspect 
the mining site and provide factual report to SEAC to take necessary action in the matter.”   

 

591 



Minutes of 845
th 

SEAC-2 Meeting Dated 12/03/2024 

 

Page 35 of 38 

 

Subsequently, the matter was listed in 774th SEIAA meeting dated 07/11/2023 and the SEIAA 

agreed with recommendation of SEAC. The Nodal Officer, SEIAA requested to Member 

Secretary, UP Pollution Control Board, Lucknow vide letter no. 666/Parya/8280-7891/2023, dated 

22/11/2023 to provide the report in view of decision taken in SEIAA/SEAC meeting and the copy 

of this letter has also endorsed to Member of Joint Committee.  The joint committee report is still 

awaited.  
 

The committee has gone through the order dated 29/01/2024 passed by Hon’ble NGT in 

Original Application No. 109/2024 Akash Dubey Vs. Union of India & Ors. and opined that the 

SEIAA may send a reminder letter to Member Secretary, UPPCB to submit the joint committee 

report in view of Ho’ble NGT order.  
 

The above recommendation of SEAC, the matter was discussed in 798
th

 SEIAA meeting 

dated 22/02/2024 wherein: 
 

“SEIAA noted that committee was constituted by SEAC which has been approved by SEIAA. 

Now SEAC may ask report from UPPCB and submit it to SEIAA.” 
 

Senior Mining Officer, Sonebhadra sent a report vide letter no. 2955/Khanij/2023-24 dated 

02/03/2024 in its individual capacity and mentioned is as follows: 
 

^^---mDr ds lEcU/k esa voxr djkuk gS fd tuin&lksuHknz ds rglhy&vkscjk fLFkr xzke&Hkxoka 
ds vkjkth la[;k&15p ¼[k.M&2½ jdck 12-146 gs0 {ks= ij eksje dk [kuu iV~Vk gsrq es0 :nz 
ekbfuax ,.M dEiuh irk xzke&nsox<+ iksLV& f”ko}kj] ?kksjkoy] }kjk &Jh HkwisUnz izrki flag iq= 
jke izrki flag fuoklh nsox<+ f”ko}kj] iksLV&?kksjkoy] tuin &lksuHknz ds i{k esa dk;kZy; ds 
i= la[;k&4026@[kfut@2023 fnukad 16-03-2023 }kjk vk”k; i= fuxZr fd;k x;k gSA 
iz”uxr {ks= dk fujh{k.k fnuakd 02-03-2024 dks la;qDr :Ik ls fd;k x;k] ftlesa Ikk;k x;k 
fd%& 

1- mDr {ks= jktLo vfHkys[kksa esa unh ds uke ntZ] jkT; ljdkj dh Hkwfe gSA  
2- mDr {ks= lksu unh dh Mkmu LVªhe ds nka;h vksj fLFkr gS] ftl ij o’kkZ dky essa unh 

}kjk igkM+h {kj.k ds QyLo:Ik cgkdj yk;h x;h eksje izpqj ek=k esa fu{ksfir gSA 
3- mDr LFky dks fujh{k.k djus ij ekSds ij ft;ks&dksvkfMZusV fnukad ;qDr QksVks xzkQ 

fy;s x;s] tks vk[;k ds lkFk layXu 01 o 02 gSA** 

The joint committee constituted by SEAC and approved by SEIAA provided the factual 

report through Regional Officer, UPPCB, Sonebhadra vide letter no. G 0233/PH-

1501/SBD/2023/2024, dated 05/03/2024. The joint committee in its report mentioned is as 

follows: 

 

“The project site was inspected on 15-12-2023 by the joint committee in compliance of the decision 

taken by SEAC/SEIAA. The following members of the committee were present at the time of 

inspection: - 
 

1. Prof. Jaswant Singh, Member SEAC-2  

2. Sh. Umesh Gupta, Regional Officer, Sonbhadra, UPPCB  

3. Sh. R B Singh, Mining Officer, Sonbhadra  
 

At the time of on-site inspection, Mr. Dheeraj Singh (Mb. 9198140009) and others were also 

present as representative of project proponent. The following decision was taken by SEAC in its 

798th meeting dated 13/10/2023 for the project. 
 

A complaint dated 11/10/2023 of Akash Dubey, (Environmental Activist) So Shri Mahendra 

Kumar, Ara Kalan, Arahkala, Allahabad. UP-221508 received against the jorgery committed by 

Rudra Mining Company in obtaining the environmental clearance for extraction at "Morrum 
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Mining" on the riverbed of Sone River at Arazi No.- 15 , Khand No. 02, Village- Bhagwa, Tehsil- 

Obra, District- Sonbhadra, Utar Pradesh. Complaint stated that area in question i.e. Arazi No.- 15 

T, Khand No. 02, Village- Bhagwa, Tehsil Obra, District- Sonbhadra, Uttar Pradesh is a plain 

land where in there is no deposition of morrum. In this regard complainant has also enclosed 

photograph of lease area.  
 

The committee observed that in the video of drone survey presented by the project 

proponent/consultant that soil plain land with flora & fauna is visible. The committee opined that 

in this situation it would be appropriate to get actual position of the lease area through a site visit. 

Hence, the committee recommended to constitute a joint committee of Prof: Jaswant Singh, 

Member SEAC,RO, UPPCB, Sonebhadra & Mining Officer, Sonebhadra to inspect the mining site 

and provide factual report to SEAC to take necessary action in the matter. 
 

Further the following decision was taken by SEIAA in its 774th meeting dated 07-1|-2023:- 
 

SEIAA noted that according to KML mining is being carried out. SEIAA agreed with the 

recommendation of SEAC to constitute a joint committee of Prof. Jaswant Singh, Member SEAC, 

RO UPPCB, Sonebhadra and Mining Officer Sonebhadra to inspect the mining site and provide 

factual report to SEAC to take necessary action in the matter. The Joint committee must submit the 

report within 15 days. 
 

In compliance of above the Site visit was conducted by joint committee on 15/12/2023. The 

observation of the committee as per the site visit is as under: 
 

1. At the time of site visit it was observed that the mining lease is plain/soil land with flora in 

which, agriculture was being done by local farmers. (Photographs of the farming attached). 

2. The lease is located in the outer reach of the rear end of river bank, due to which there is very 

low possibility of the occurrence of mineral deposit during floods in future and makes it 

unsustainable from mining point of view. 

3. There are water bodies in the lease area at the time of inspection, hence no mineral can be 

excavated from the water bodies/submerged area. No mineable mineral (morrum) was 

observed in the lease area at the time of physical inspection.” 

 

In compliance of above Hon’ble NGT order dated 29/01/2024 passed in O.A. No. 

109/2024 Akash Dubey Vs. Union of India & Ors., the SEAC-2 opined that SEIAA may 

submit the site visit report before Hon’ble NGT.  

 

 

Prof. Jaswant Singh) 

Member 

 
 

(Dr. Amrit Lal Haldar) 

Member 

 

(Dr. Dineshwar Prasad Singh) 

Member 

(Tanzar Ullah Khan) 

Member 

 
 

(Dr. Shiv Om Singh) 

Member 

(Dr. Harikesh Bahadur Singh) 

Chairman 

(Ashish Tiwari) 
Member-Secretary 

  

 

 

Nodal, SEAC-2 
MoM prepared by Secretariat in consultation with  

Chairman & Members on the basis of decisions  

taken by SEAC-2 during the meeting.   
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